The association between subfertility and chromosome anomaly has been noted in a number of surveys of male subfertility clinics.1-3 Although this may be the result of loss of zygotes with an unbalanced chromosome complement, it is evident that there may also be a direct effect on spermatogenesis.4 However, the role of chromosomal anomaly in spermatogenic failure is not clear, as testicular biopsies from subfertile men with chromosome abnormality are not often available.
In the course of a continuing study of the Received for publication 26 March 1981. karyotypes of all patients presenting at a male subfertility clinic, part of which has already been reported,3 we have obtained testicular biopsies for histological and cytogenetic studies from eight men with abnormal karyotypes, including two with sex chromosome/autosome translocations. These observations and our attempts to relate the chromosomal and histological findings form the subject of this report. Material and methods All eight patients in this report had attended a male Chromosome anomaly had not been suspected in one patient before biopsy but all 34 diakineses examined contained a large ring quadrivalent (fig  7 a, b) . Careful re-examination of banded mitotic preparations revealed a reciprocal exchange between 2q and lOq (breakpoints at q33 and q24, respectively).
Inversions
A total of 60 cells at diakinesis were analysed from the patient with an inversion of chromosome 3 ( fig  8) . In 58 of these there was no detectable abnormality of pairing (fig 9a) , but in two cells the position of the centromeres appeared to be asymmetrical (fig 9b) 
